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1. %he most significent political developuent of recent months in Berlin hes besn
the gradunl disillusionment in, and lnereasing bitterness towerd, the socupylng
ﬁwera awonp the leaders and ths renk-and-file of the Sosisl Demvoretic Party.

vis Desling on the part of the SFD, whiohe in spite of ths coomsionally dems.
goglo speeches of Schumecher, must be considered the only meer party in Gerusny
! coming anywhsre unear Yo our prinsiple of demoorasy, has two clossly commected .
cavges. The first reason is the 100 percent cbstructioniat attitude the Russian
suthoritiez have adopted toward the Party, and the second is the inability or
the wmillingnoss of the Weatern Powers to assist the SFD In discharging the
mardate it recelved from tho, population of Berlin in the free and democratio
elections of 20 October 1948. As a result of that election, in which the SPD
Swon an overwhslning vietory in all four seotors of the city, end which heg baen
halled both in Germeny and abroad as & victory for Western demsoracy and a
correzponding defeat for the forees supporting Communism {in Berlin the SED),
the SFD wes called upon by %he Allied Kowendatura to assuwme the mupicipel adainis-
tration.  Ou the ednlnlstrative side, this meant that the S¥U would eppoint
Bllrgerwsistore and Depuby Birgernelsters in ninetsen of the twenty boroughs,
i eddition to about sevenby porceat of the leading pesitions in thes Magistrat,
On the lagislative side, the Clty Assembly, in whinh the SPU had o near majority,
wes axpnoted to foraulate, awong othera, lsgisletlcr thet may bs reguired by
the Magistrat to correot scus of the mers obvious wronge of which the previcus
SED=dominatod aduinlatration had beon deemsd gwiliy. Accordivg %o the snnounce.
wents mede by fhae Commeading Genosrals of the four cccupying powsrs prisr to the
elagtion, leogiaslation oy the City Ascsembly na2ed not have Allied approval, al-
though the peoner of veto was retalnsd.

2. The months sinoe Octobar 19247 have witnossed s Russian policy toward the uew
eity adwlnistrabtion which may well be characlorined as s model of cbastrustion.
"It was assgumed tha’ the dolcated SED would not show any real coopeyation, and
the obistrustionirt attitude of their twenty-odd representatives in the city
assenbly was discowrted in advancs as being uneble to ceuss sry reel harm to
- the ceuse of good cliy government, Bubt in the Yomsndatury, a certein suount
of obJectivity und falr play was oxpected, and it was precisely there that the
cauga of good goveruuent wan undermined to such an extent that the rssigration
of the whole 5D Magistrat and City Assembly is uot only a mugh discuused
poeaibility, hub even a probadility. %The Crby Asperbly hos passged, on rsoom-
- mendlation of the Magistrat, seventy-sight lawa up to this date., Of the seventy-
eight lawr, the Russians have vetoed seventy-five, brinpging city govermment to
a virtunl oterdetill. At tho sams time, the Russian-oonirollod press and the
SED have made the most vielent attacks wupon the city edministration for their
insffecbiveness, snd ineffectiveness gpused solsly by the absolutely deudly use
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< day'p for ing ’tanceg thoy veto leriqlaﬁ on reducing the nurber of nunicipal

al‘ the vo"’ﬁo po“ng” by ‘cha Runnan ropx‘eaentamva in the M1iod I’omendaturao
The Russian disteste for actibm of»¥he City Assembly is most cathalic. One

-employees, snd. the noxd day they vefo the apnropriation to pay the
“mmber of :ampJoveaa ou the rmmds thM: there, ware tog many-of. thon, )
acbuml Ly }w.ppnnedc)“z A‘b the ‘aume: time, ~Lhe iuaulans prevented 6 5 ?ﬂ?ﬂ&ﬁ :
s removing any but the” 'cop omf:.cia‘s of the old f SED=dominated city adminie: 16
by the means of arbitrarily classifying over four~hundred positions eb koy o
posts™, uny change in ahic'h raquired qqmlripartzte spproval,. ~Ih nrebj, “+the
resignution or removal of people like Markpraf was prcvantod, and’ even.i? the
SPD was, lucky enough to succeed in ‘removing the SHD incumbont through erininal
pl‘oBﬂLLﬁinn = or may Lo he died in office - ‘no’ unamﬂoggxag,re G} ould’

ohtinined. oxeopt oh SED membersy As a yesull, the oxpcctod solf=autono P the .

Berlin: U‘i'ty goveriment beocans a larco, a f’ac't. realized;mo ‘qlef{);:ly by ‘those
responsihle for‘ the povernment. Lhe conviction has beoh prowing wmonz the
SPD Jendors thut it may be the wiser conrse. 4o uccmﬁ “the realitiss af‘ the - o
situations l.2.0 thut a politicnl prety 1s in no position to bppose.the’ duasmn‘ '

nceupying pmmra draw the conaequences, rosign ul lonve the. fiold m De:lin
te the "Z’D : .
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